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Brookhaven’s Pasquale . , 
f Bears a Familiar Look j 
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Pershing Gervais Man of 
Many Faces 

By DON HUGHES 
When the scores of alert spec 
talers in the jammed federal 
courtroom saw the double 
chinned, jovial man enter 
Wednesday afternoon, they 
were looking at a contradiction 
in life-styles unique to the real 
world. 


former Armv buddy and bqss*J 
District Attorney Jim Garrison.* 

The scores of tapes played \ 
in United States District Court ■ 
Judge Herbert V. Christcnhor- [ 
ry's court have depicted the i 
gravel-voiced* Damon Run- i 
yon character as a fold- - 
mouthed hoodlum-type who 
would do virtually anything , 
for a buck. 

The controversial and often-, 
objected- to tapes (by the de- 1 


Police officer, bar owner, fenseJ layed a ma j 0r ro le m 
confidant of underworld fig- \^ ng the lowering DA to ao; 

ures, family man^ con arlis E, ■ 1 

ace inv< 


imily man, con artist* j ^ bribe payments from. 
— - estimator, hail bonds- h£ pinba fl industry, the prose- 
man, automotive traffic man- ^ 


ention contends. 

But seated on the witness 
stand Wednesday* dapperly clad 
in his. off-white suit, dark tan 
shoes and silver-rimmed glass- 
es, Gervais gave the impression 
of a Hr. Clean of the courtroom 


ager, undercover government 
informant — Pershing Oliver 
Gervais either has been or 
has been accused of being ail 
at one time or another during 
his storybook life* , 

More recently, those ww 
know the portly 53-year-old Ger-| ^ ^ articulately, wllh 

vais or even know of his ™>™ d autbority and without the dense- 
past activities were more ^ |addled pro f a mty which had 

died to learn of the imposing: bccorne trademark on tape 

endevor — + *; qT . T . 


figure’s most recent 


throughout the trial. 
Young, innocent 


spectators 


that of head man at his own 

pizza restaurant in the quiet wh "““’ y h a ' ve ’wushed during 
and peaceful town of Bioou { j rst few Gervais-made 
haven Miss. [tapes were taking his jargon in 

Pershing Gervais, whose , ^ during m , ast 50 or M _. 

mal education was ml from r.is , pcrslling 0 Gervais — a 
completion of the seventh grade [ ^ who tes;ifje d Wednesday 
until years later when he es. . m lhat eac h December 
tered and almost completed law. , B brjbe 0[t mon th 

school, is now proprietor of Pa;,-; „ ba M of Christmas, 

quale’s Ptzza Parlor. 


j “because of Christmas* and 
-But the thought ol tins lormcr i g 

J^dened b'g city tawman now; ^ Sce o{ prw . 

living m serene confwmity f jt ; investigative work to 
among the piney w 0 ^ ands o ; lm g invest 

Brookhaven is even less erem ^ from suspectiBg they 

The silver:haired Gervais has! im ^being ■^! >r ^ ;ess .. w e 

JvemmLrs^y^a m tVe ionce commented on that sub- 
mWh-rtiH hrihprv case against ]ect ^ — — — * k 


